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Fig. 1. Part of the hydroid colony produced from an
immature medusa of Turritopsis nutricula from
Kagoshima Bay, Kagoshima Prefecture,
Japan.
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Summary

Life cycle reversal of Turritopsis nutricula
(Hydrozoa, Anthomedusae) from Japan is described for
the first time. An immature medusa that had been col-
lected in Kagoshima Bay in September, 2000 degenerat-
ed and formed a hydroid colony, which grew luxuriantly
(up to about 100 zooids) at 20°C. The colony was main-
tained for a year, but it disappeared without releasing

medusae.





